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Introduction

Do you want to become a teacher in Texas? Whether you have a degree in 

education or are considering a career change, alternative certification is an 
excellent option for those who do not wish to return to school.

But what exactly is Alternative Certification?

An Alternative Certification Program, also known as an ACP, is a state-
approved, intensive training program that prepares you to get certified as a 
teacher. These programs follow the same general standards as traditional 

teacher preparation programs and can be taken through universities, 
community colleges, or even private companies (like us at 240 Certification).

One of the most notable benefits of an ACP program is that you can teach as 
a PAID intern while you are completing the program. The word “intern” refers 
to being the teacher of record, the head teacher in the classroom, and all the 

benefits included in being a full-time teacher. Many of these programs can 
be completed within a year. Why not get paid while working towards your 
certification?!

So now you know whether or not an alternative certification 
program is right for you, but with so many options out 

there, how do you choose the right one?

Here are 5 things you absolutely need to look 

for in an ACP to ensure you’re making the 

best decision for your future success.
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01.
Accreditation

When embarking on the journey to pursue an academic 

program, it is vital to ensure that the program is 

accredited by a recognized accrediting body.

The reason behind this is simple - accreditation serves as a way to guarantee 
that the program meets specific quality standards and that the education 
provided is reputable and recognized by employers or relevant institutions. It 
also ensures that the program’s curriculum, faculty, and facilities have been 

evaluated by an external organization and deemed to be of high quality.

Accreditation is an important aspect of the 

academic world, and it is essential to verify 

that the program you are interested in is 

properly accredited.

Accreditation ensures that the program has undergone 

rigorous evaluation and that it meets the necessary 

academic standards in the field or industry in which it is 
offered. Accreditation also provides a level of assurance to 

students that the program they are enrolling in will provide 

them with a valuable education and that they will be 

adequately prepared for future careers or further education.

To ensure that the program you are interested in is properly accredited, it is 

advisable to search for accreditation from organizations specific to the field or 
industry in which the program is offered.
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02.
Curriculum 

& Content

Evaluating the curriculum and course content that 

is offered is particularly important if you are seeking 

certification or licensure in a specific field, as you want 

to ensure that the program you select covers all of the 

necessary knowledge and skills required for success.

When evaluating a program, it is essential to look for a curriculum that provides 
comprehensive and up-to-date instruction with a balance between theoretical 
knowledge and practical application. This will ensure that you have a strong 
foundation of knowledge, while also gaining practical experience that will 
prepare you for the real-world challenges you may face in your chosen field.

In addition to evaluating the curriculum itself, it 
is also important to consider how the content is 

delivered. Look for a program that includes multiple 
ways to consume the content, as this will allow you 

to learn in a way that best suits your learning style.

Overall, taking the time to carefully evaluate the 
curriculum and course content offered by a program 

can help you make an informed decision and ensure 
that you are well-prepared for success in your 
chosen field.
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03.
Instructors 

& Faculty

When considering an educational program, it is 

important to assess the qualifications and experience 

of the instructors and faculty members involved in the 

program. 

You want to ensure that they are experts in their respective fields, with 
relevant experience and credentials. Look for programs that provide access 
to knowledgeable and supportive instructors who can effectively guide you 
through the learning process, answer any questions you may have, and provide 
you with valuable feedback on your progress.

Additionally, it can be helpful to research the faculty members to learn 

more about their teaching style, research interests, and professional 

accomplishments. This can help you determine if their expertise aligns with 

your interests and goals and if they will be able to provide you with the 

guidance and mentorship you need to succeed in your chosen field.

Overall, taking the time to carefully evaluate the instructors and faculty 
members involved in an educational program can help you make an informed 
decision and ensure that you are investing your time and resources in a 

program that will set you up for success.

At 240 Tutoring, we understand that becoming a teacher 

can be confusing. That is why we have dedicated program 

advisors for each student in our program. Your program 

advisor will be there to provide support and make sure 

your teacher journey is stress-free.
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04.
Flexibility & 
Accessibility

One of the most important considerations is the 

flexibility and accessibility of the program, particularly 

if you have other commitments such as work or family 

responsibilities.

A good program will offer a range of options to suit your individual needs and 

preferences. Look for programs that offer flexible scheduling, online or hybrid 
learning options, and support services to help you succeed. This could include 

online resources like webinars, discussion forums, and virtual office hours, as 
well as in-person resources like tutoring or advising.

Another important consideration is the structure of the program itself. Make 
sure the program allows you to progress at your own pace while still meeting 

your educational goals. This might mean that you can take courses at your 
own pace, or that you can choose from a range of electives to customize your 

degree.

Ultimately, the goal is to find a program that works for you 
and your unique situation. By considering the flexibility 
and accessibility of different programs, you can find one 
that meets your needs and helps you achieve your goals.
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05.
Success Rate & 

Alumni Feedback

By researching the success rate of graduates from the 

program, you can get a better understanding of how well-

prepared graduates are for their careers and how likely 

they are to obtain certification or licensure in their field.

In addition to researching the success rate of graduates, seeking feedback 
from alums who have completed the program can provide valuable insights 

into the quality of the program and its impact on career advancement. Alums 
can share their personal experiences and provide feedback on the curriculum, 
faculty, and resources available to students. This information can be beneficial 
in determining if a program is the right fit for your goals and career aspirations.

Overall, when researching academic programs, it’s essential to look for those 
with a track record of producing successful graduates who are well-prepared 
for their careers. By seeking feedback from alums and doing thorough research 
on the program’s success rate, you can make an informed decision that can set 
you up for long-term career success.

I would describe 240 Certification as an excellent 
online option for certification. The staff answers calls 
and emails quickly, the quality of the content in the 

courses is high, and the program is easy to navigate, 

as 240 Certification makes it easy to understand 
exactly what you need to do to get certified.

Kate Matthews - 9th Grade English Teacher Chapel Hill ISD, TX



240 Certification is a TEA-approved program that provides you with everything you 

need to start your successful teaching career. Our curriculum is top-notch and has been 

approved by Quality Matters! We also know how important having a support system is, 

so we have program advisors who are there to support you during every step of your 

journey. Our program is built to be as flexible as possible to allow you to study at your 

own pace and on your schedule. We also offer many flexible payment options, making 

us one of the most affordable certification programs out there!

Take the first step in your 

teaching journey and apply 

to 240 Certification today!

Apply for Free!

https://240certification.com/apply/
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